
October 2019, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story 

Warming Hearts with God’s Love and a Good Pair of Mittens 
 

Far too often, children arrive at LSI’s Beloit and Bremwood Residential Treatment Centers with very 
little in their possession. 
 
We give thanks for Iowa congregations who faithfully respond to these needs, year after year! As winter 
approaches, LSI relies on your loving support to meet the demands for winter apparel for children and 
youth at Beloit and Bremwood. Children in residential treatment have little control over their lives, so it’s 
important for us to give children the opportunity, when possible, to shop for their new coat or mittens. 
Because of this, we ask that you please not donate articles of clothing. With your generous financial 
donation, many children will have the simple joy of choosing their new coat, knowing that they are loved 
and cherished.  
 
If you would like more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church 
relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563.676.2065. 

 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSI (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve 
people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and 
sexual orientations.  Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

“Thank You, God”  

Every week, when 8-year-old Chase met with LSI’s Pastor Dennis Bauer, he would ask to pray for “the 

same old thing: to find a good, loving forever family.”  

Chase is in third grade. But in his young life, he has already experienced trauma most of us cannot 

fathom. When Chase was 6, he was removed from his home and his mother’s parental rights were 

terminated. He felt confused, terrified, and shocked. Chase struggled to cope with his anger and 

emotions. He acted out and became physically aggressive. Chase needed help, and LSI’s Beloit 

Residential Treatment Center in Ames offered that help.  

After arriving at Beloit, Chase quickly became involved in LSI’s voluntary Spiritual Life program, where 

he participates in faith-based activities like art and music. Through regular meetings with Pastor 

Dennis, Chase says he is focusing on his faith and “trusting in God and saying prayers.”  

Outside of Spiritual Life, Chase is also learning healthy skills through group therapy to help him cope on 

the difficult days.  

Now, Chase is thriving. His confidence is building every day, and he has big plans for his future. He 

wants to be a surgeon when he grows up, and he dreams of learning to bake and do woodworking. And 

the immediate future is looking pretty bright, too: Chase is in the process of being adopted. 

During a recent visit with Pastor Dennis, Chase prayed a different prayer: “Thank you, God, for giving 

me a family.”  
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