
 

Memorial Garden Policies and Procedures  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church , Ankeny, IA  
 
P05.2025. 12 Memorial Garden  Policy  
 
P05.01  - PURPOSE AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE MEMORIAL GARDEN  

1) Holy Trinity Lutheran Church of Ankeny, Iowa will make available, so long as it 
remains feasible, space in the Memorial Garden located on the Church 
property for the burial of ashes in accordance with the established policies, and 
procedures established by the Congregation Council.  

2) The Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  Memorial Garden provides a sacred resting 
space for the ashes (cremains) of the saints and loved ones o f the congregation. 
It is a place for prayer, medit ation, remembrance of the communion of saints , 
and the celebration of the hope of resurrection. 

3) The Congregation Council will be responsible for the management and 
establishment of policies for the Memorial Garden . 

4) The staff and pastors will administer the operation of the Memorial Ga rden as 
directed by the Congregation Council.   

5) Holy Trinity Lutheran Church retains title to such land and retains the right to 
relocate said Memorial Garden if such action should be dictated by such 
unforeseen circumstances as building expansion or other necessity.  

6) No person, organization, estate, or trust may acquire any right to the physical 
location or appearance of the Memorial Garden. Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
shall reserve all rights to the property. Under no circumstances will the ashes 
be recoverable.  

P05 .02 - ELIGIBILTY  

1) Interment is limited to the cremains of any current or past pastor or deacon, 
member or past member, and members of their immediate families, which may 
include: 

a. Spouse / Life Partner  
b. Parents  
c. Siblings 
d. Children  
e. Grandchildren  
f. Grandparents  
g. Other loved ones with the permission of the (Congregation Council ? 

Pastor?). 
h. Pets may not be interred in the garden. Only human remains are 

allowed. 
 



 

P.05.03 – COMMITTAL  

1) Each person’s ashes will be buried directly in the soil, without container. The 
ashes become a permanent part of the living garden. There will be no 
designated plots in the Memorial Garden. No markers will be permitted either 
permanent or temporary. 

2) The placement of the space for ashes within the garden will be assigned by the 
congregation. 

3) The ashes of up to two people may be interred in one location . 

4) At the time of placement, the family will be contacted by the pastor  or member 
of the staff to schedule the committal . The family may or may not choose to 
attend the ceremony.  

5) A pastor or pastor’s designee will preside over the committal.  

6) Committal will not take place in winter months when the ground is frozen 
and/or snow covered . 

7) A hole will be dug before the committal by the property team or a designee of 
the staff. 

 

P.05.04 – FEES AND MAINTENANCE   

1) The congregation will establish a restricted Memorial Graden Fund . All fees and 
donations designated for burial or support of the garden will be deposited  in the 
fund. All expenses including maintenance, improvement, engraving of bricks, and 
observance of festivals will be paid fr om this fund. 

2) The fee for the burial of ashes for one person is $500  and $750 for burial of two 
persons in one location . The fees will be used for the engraving of a brick (s) in the 
garden path and as a deposit into the restricted Memorial Garden Fund . 

3) Fees may be paid in ad vance as part of prearrangements made for a funeral. The 
payment must be accompanied by the completed application form. Fees must be 
paid before the committal takes place.  

4) The maintenance and improvement of the garden will be directed and approved 
by the Congregation Council and implemented by staff.  

5) The congregation will place decoration to honor those interred in the garden each 
year on Easter and the Festival of All Saints.  

P.05 .05 – RECORDS  

1) Each committal  to the garden will be recorded in the “Burial” section of the 
written congregational record . 

2) An Application for Committal to the Memorial Garden  will be filled out for each 
person whose cremains are buried in the garden. This form shall include contact 
information for next of kin and a copy of the crem ation certificate from the 
funeral home.  



 

3) All persons whose cremains are buried in the garden shall be recorded in the 
congregation’s database . If they are not members at the time of death, they will 
be considered “affiliate” members.  Notation of the details of committal, next of 
kin, etc. will be included. The application and certificate of cremation should be 
digitally attached to the record.  

4) A digital spreadsheet/list of all those buried in the garden shall be maintained  
listing the date of committal, and name of deceased . A paper copy of the list 
should be printed and kept in archives at the end of each calendar year.  

5) A copy of the application, including details of committal, and a copy  of the 
Memorial Garden Policies and Procedures  in force at the time of committal will 
be given to the next o f kin within 30 days of committal.  

 


