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LSI’s Host Homes Program  

Each year, Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) empowers hundreds of Iowans with disabilities. And despite 

the COVID-19 pandemic, this year is no different. There is no greater joy for us than seeing an 

individual develop greater independence, find their confidence, and thrive. And through our innovative 

Host Homes program, LSI has found a new way to lift up our Iowa neighbors and keep them safe in 

times of crisis. 

Through the program, adults with disabilities (or “mentees”) move from a supported community living 

setting – like a 24-hour, fully staffed home with roommates – and into a private family home with a Host 

Homes “mentor.” LSI collaborates with the individuals we serve and the contracted mentors to ensure 

each match is the perfect fit and create a shared living opportunity that is beneficial to mentors and 

mentees. With the extra safety precautions associated with COVID-19, this program is a safe option 

where participants are in a home setting, interacting with one trusted mentor instead of several staff 

members.  

LSI is seeking compassionate and dedicated caregivers to join us in the mission. If you have room in 

your heart and in your home, being a Host Homes mentor might be for you! Visit 

LSIowa.org/HostHomes to learn more. If you are interested in supporting crucial programming like LSI’s 

Services for People with Disabilities, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and 

church relations, at 563-676-2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve 
people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and 
sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

We are Still Here: LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities    

Becky, an LSI Direct Support Professional, supports her client every day through LSI’s Services for 

People with Disabilities. During the COVID-19 crisis, Becky has spent her shifts adding extra safety 

measures and precautions so she and her client could safely go to the grocery store for food and 

supplies when the time came.  

But her client regularly experiences PTSD, depression, and anxiety, among other mental health 

conditions, and the isolation and crisis measures around COVID-19 only heightened her experience of 

these conditions. Becky knew she needed to do something to keep her client feeling comfortable and 

safe.  

During their sessions together, Becky makes sure they practice good hand washing and wear masks. 

Her client knows she has someone walking alongside her every step of the way, and the client’s young 

daughter found a way to thank Becky for her work: a picture with the words, “I don’t like COVID-19, but 

I’m happy when you come over.”  

“I can’t imagine not seeing my clients through this,” Becky says. “We are all in this together.”  

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa

