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Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI! 

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19 

Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love: responding to the love of Jesus Christ through 

compassionate service. We give thanks for all the ministry partners, both individuals and 

congregations, who help share this love for Iowa children, adults, and families! 

We see this love in newly adopted children and their families, in teens who are overcoming years of 

trauma and building bright futures, in Iowans with disabilities who are growing their independence and 

confidence, in new parents who are raising strong and healthy families, and in so many other moments 

of joy. You can help carry out our mission of hope and healing by giving a gift and showing love to the 

Iowa families we serve. For more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s Director of 

Philanthropy and Church Relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.  

Thank you for the love you share and create through LSI. Happy Valentine’s Day! 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve 
people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and 
sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 
 
Building a Bond    

Julie had made a promise years ago: If anything happened to her friend, Julie would take care of her 

son, Jacob.  

When Jacob’s mom passed away and he had no place to go, Julie stepped up. Her six children had 

grown up and moved out of her home, and she had the resources and space needed to care for Jacob. 

She became a mentor through LSI’s Host Homes program. The service enables Iowans with disabilities 

to move into a private family home and live with a specially-selected mentor instead of living in a shared 

space with roommates and several staff members.   

Jacob moved into Julie’s home last December and now, the two are thriving. Jacob is learning to take 

care of himself and build the life skills he needs to feel more confident and independent. He is learning 

to cook and enjoys looking up new recipes to try, especially meatloaf.  

“It’s a great opportunity. You’re changing their lives,” Julie says. “You get to know each other more 

personally. We have a lot of discussions and heart-to-hearts.”  

Jacob is finishing his senior year of high school. He enjoys learning new things and visiting new places, 

and he dreams of the day when he and Julie can go on more trips. Once it is safe to do so, Jacob is 

determined to visit more zoos and take a trip to Canada.  

“It’s good,” Jacob says of his Host Homes match with Julie. “She makes me laugh.”  
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