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Merry Christmas from LSI!  

 
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” — John 1:5  
 
As Christmas approaches, we give thanks to you! Every day, as a ministry partner of LSI, you help 
bring the light of Christ to others.  
 
At LSI, we know many people experiencing deep darkness. We know parents who feel hopeless, with 
little to no resources to raise their young children. We know adults with disabilities who feel voiceless, 
with no support system or connection to their community. We know teens who are aging out of the 
foster care system, who fear they will never belong to anyone or have a family to love them.  
 
LSI’s work is Christmas work, shining love, compassion, and light in places of darkness, despair, 
abuse, neglect, addiction, and loneliness. We could not do this important work without you, and we are 
so grateful.  
 
Wishing you a blessed and merry Christmas from LSI!  
 
 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA  (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve 
people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and 
sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 
 
 
A Voice for Change 
  
Morgan struggled with anger management before coming to LSI’s Bremwood Residential Treatment 

Center in Waverly. When she was in stressful situations, she tried to escape her emotions by running 

away. But she can remember the exact moment she knew she wanted to make a change.  

 

 “One day at Bremwood, another resident lashed out at a staff. I was just sitting there thinking this is not 

the life I want to live,” Morgan says. “This is not me. This is not who I want to be.”  

She worked hard to practice her coping skills and soon graduated out of Bremwood. But Morgan 

wanted to do more to give back and help others.  

Morgan, now 19, is going to college for Agricultural Business. She recently took her first international 

trip to Haiti to study local farming, and she’s already saving money to take a similar trip to Brazil next 

year.  

Morgan turned to LSI once again – but this time, not for herself. Instead, to help others in need: youth 

just like her who need support, a listening ear and words of encouragement. LSI and Woodhaven 

Shelter had been there for Morgan during some of her darkest times. Now, she wants to be there for 

those who need it.  

She is now employed as a Youth Associate in LSI’s Woodhaven Shelter! When a new resident comes 

through the doors, Morgan is there to show them that no matter the odds, they can make a better life 

for themselves. She is there to help other youth find their path to hope, healing and wholeness. 
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