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National Child Abuse Prevention Month 

According to the Iowa Department of Human Services, 8,967 Iowa children were subject to abuse or 

neglect in 2018. The most common forms of abuse included denial of critical care, physical injury, 

exposure to illegal drugs or dangerous substance, and sexual abuse. 

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) helps combat child abuse through prevention, safety, and stability 

services, as well as mental and behavioral health care. 

Through regular in-home visits to families, LSI’s Early Childhood Services prevent child abuse by giving 

parents the support, education, and resources they need to build a healthy, stable home for their 

children. In 2019, our Early Childhood programs provided more than 11,000 in-home visits to families. 

LSI’s Family Safety, Risk, and Permanency Services help children and families already involved in a 

crisis or abuse situation to become safer and more stable, and LSI’s Bremwood and Beloit Residential 

Treatment Centers serve many children and youth who have experienced trauma from past abuse or 

neglect. 

You can make a direct impact on these children and families through your support of LSI. For more 

information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, at 

Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.  

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 

service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve 

people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and 

sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

A Future Full of Hope    
 
Last year, Jaqashia didn’t know what to do.  
 
She was expecting her first child, and she felt stressed and overwhelmed. She didn’t have a job or a 
home to provide for her new baby.  
 
When she was referred to LSI’s Early Childhood Services, she didn’t know if the program could help 
her. But after just two months with her LSI worker, Jaqashia says the services made a life-changing 
difference.  
 
Her LSI worker, Pam, helped Jaqashia find an apartment. Every week, she visited Jaqashia in her new 
home to provide helpful parenting tips she could use to raise a happy, healthy baby. With a comfortable 
home ready for her child, Jaqashia felt confident and empowered to find a job. And Pam was there, 
ready to encourage her and walk alongside her every step of the way.   
 
Jaqashia is now the proud mother of a baby boy, A’Kani, and she is determined to be the best parent 
she can be. Pam still stops by for her regular visits but now, Jaqashia feels ready to raise her son in a 
safe and loving home.  
 
“LSI made a huge difference. They made a big positive change,” Jaqashia says. “I feel very confident 
that I can actually raise my son now, and I have my own place. I’m feeling great.”  
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